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Making the Biodegrade 
Lunch bags kids can reuse — or toss with a clean conscience 

BY MIMI TOWLE 

This year’s school-lunch 

set has yet another green 

option: reusable, 

biodegradable lunch bags. 

These treated-vinyl kid-

sized meal totes are 

produced by Streamline 

Graphix, a graphic media 

company that makes 

environmentally friendly 

digital advertising 

banners and billboards by 

using eco-solvent (low-

fume) inks on a material 

called BIOflex — which its 

distributor touts as the 

first-ever biodegradable 

PVC. 

“Our industry is not known as eco-friendly,” concedes Bill Slattery, who with wife Nancy has 

run Streamline Graphix for eight years. “But since we’ve been looking to shrink our 

environmental footprint and at the same time meet our clients’ increased environmental 

expectations, we searched high and low for a product we could stand behind.” How does it 

qualify? Since an outdoor banner needs to withstand the elements, flexible and durable 

polyvinyl chloride has long been the digital ad industry’s material of choice—so stable it’s 

often used to line the bottom of landfills. BIOflex, however, is engineered to break down in 

the darkness, heat and moisture of a landfill setting within five years. 

Slattery’s first BIOflex carriers were a few extra-large surfboard bags he made for his 

buddies, but once he took note of how many lunch boxes his three school-age girls lost 
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throughout the year, he got the idea for the meal-size tote. The bags can be reused 

indefinitely, but if they are lost or tossed, they will biodegrade. To make the product, 

Slattery decided “to join forces with our friends at Sally Spicer Bags,” he says. “The crew at 

Sally Spicer are also conscious about helping the environment, and with their bag expertise, 

the biodegradable lunch bag was born.” 
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